SUMMARY HISTORY OF THE BALDWIN HILLS AREA

1542 | Cabrillo’s expedition contacts the Tongva Indians in present day San Pedro Bay. Native American
population is estimated a 30,00

1781 | The first pueblo in Los Angels is established by a group of 11 families of Spanish, Nave America, and
Mexican, African and Caucasian descent.

1784 | The Spanish government institutes the rancho system in order to establish sovereign title to land.

1822 | Mexico gains its independence from Spain and begins an extensive process of land redistribution.

1839 | Augustin and Ygnacio Machado and brother Tomas Talamantes are granted legal title to Rancho La
Ballona (Culver City). Just northeast of this rancho is Policarpio Higuera’s Rancho Rincon Rincon de
Los Bueyes (East Culver City).

1843 | Mexican Governor Manuel Micheltorena grants Rancho Cienega O’Paso del la Tijera (Baldwin Hills,
View Park) to Vincente Sanchez.

1846 | Vincente Sanchez’s son, Los Angeles Sheriff Thomas A. Sanchez moves into adobe ranch house on
Rancho Cienega O’Paso de la Tijera (how Consolidated Realty Board Building).

1849 | California becomes a part of the U.S. and Los Angeles incorporates as a city. L.A. Population 3,530

1875 | Millionaire E.J. (Lucky) Baldwin buys 3,667 acres of Rancho Cienega O’Paso de la Tijera, comprising
present day Baldwin Hills, View Park and Windsor Hills for $60,000.

1892 | First commercial oil well developed in Los Angeles by E.L. Doheny.

1897 | Over 500 oil wells operate in Los Angeles.

1903 | California becomes top oil-producing state in the United States.

1908 | City of Inglewood is incorporated. Population -1,536.

1917 | Harry Culver gets Culver City incorporated. Population-503

1918 | Ince/Triangle Studios is purchased by Samuel Goldwyn Studios which evolves into Metro-Goldwyn
Mayer (MGM).

1920 | Los Angeles population reaches 577, 00. Los Angeles County begins initial earthen channelization of
Ballona Creek to reduce flooding.

1924 | Qil is discovered in the Baldwin Hills (Inglewood Field) by Standard Oil of California (Chevron) Getty,
Texaco and Shell purchase and operate oil production facilities in the Baldwin Hills.

1931 | Olympic Village is erected in present day View Park to house athletes for the 1932 Olympic Games.

1933 | Walter Leimert creates the Leimert District.

1935- | The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers constructed concrete channel walls and crossings of Ballona Creek

1938 | for increased flood protection. However, the channel bottom remained unlined until about 1960

1940 | The Leimert District is 99% white, African American celebrities such as Ella Fitzgerald and Dinah
Washington and a few Asian Americans make up 1% minority.

1941 | Landscape architect Fred Barlow and Clarence Stein Create the Village Green “Super Block”.

1947 | The Crenshaw Shopping Center (Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza) opens at Santa Barbara Blvd. and
Crenshaw Blvd. pioneering the concept of multiple department stores under one roof.

1950 | Future L.A. Mayor Tom Bradley buys a house in Leimert Park by enlisting white “dummy buyers”

1952 | Culver Crest, Blair Hills and McManus Park are all annexed into Culver City.

1960 | The majority of the remaining Ballona Wetlands are dredged, filled and replaced by Marina Del Rey,
and the bottom of Ballona Creek channel is paved, except in the estuary west of Inglewood Avenue.

1963 | The Baldwin Hills Dam Bursts, releasing 292 million gallon of water, drowning five people and
destroying hundreds of homes.

1964 | Annexation of Fox Hills brings two 18 hole golf courses and the Red Riding Stables to Culver City.

1965 | The Watts riots precipitate white flight to the suburbs. Professional African American and other
minorities begin moving to the Crenshaw area.

1970 | African American population of the Crenshaw district is 83%. Crenshaw Boulevard replaces Central
Avenue as the center of African American culture Los Angeles,

1975 | Fox Hills Mall opens.




1975- | Supervisor Kenneth Hahn and the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors approve the concept of a

1976 | regional park within the Baldwin Hills.

1977 | The Ballona Creek Bike Path is Constructed, providing an inland connection to the coast.

1980 | Los Angeles population = 3 million.

1982 | 500 acres of park land are purchased in the Baldwin Hills.

1983 | Park plan for Kenneth Hahn State Recreation Area and surrounding area in completed.

1984 | The Olympics are held in Los Angeles, inspiring the planting of the Olympic Forest in Kenneth Hahn
State Recreation Area.

1988- | Kenneth Hahn State Recreation Area is officially formed by state legislation.
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1990 | Stocker Resources, Inc. takes over oil operation in the Baldwin Hills.

1990 | 1 million people live within five mile radius of the Baldwin Hills. Ethnic make-up is 36% African
American, 36% White, and 27% Latino.

1994 | Ladera Crest homes open in the Baldwin Hills.

1995 | L. A. County Supervisor Yvonne Brathwaite-Burke creates the La Brea Avenue Greenbelt.

1997 | L.A. County purchases and develops the Ladera Little League Baseball fields at Fairfax and Slauson

1998 | 85 homes are built at the old Studio Drive —In site on Centniela in Culver City.

1998 | Community Conservancy International re-invigorates effort to create a two-square mile world-class park
in the Baldwin Hills.

1999 | Senator Kevin Murray secures $4 million in state funds for Baldwin Hills Planning and acquisition.

1999 | Senator Kevin Murray and Assemblyman Herb Wesson sponsor state legislation to plan for the
expansion of Kenneth Hahn State Recreation Ares.

2000 | The Baldwin Hills Conservancy is created. 420 active wells produce 6,900 barrels of oil and 3.2 million
cubic feet of natural gas daily.

2000 | Sierra Club Angeles Chapter and the Inglewood Boy Scout Troop 192 build two new trails in Kenneth
Hahn State Recreation Ares.

2000 | Governor Gray Davis approves $32.5 million for park acquisition in the Baldwin Hills.

2000 | California State Parks department dedicates the Kenneth Hahn State Recreation Area Rim Trail.

2000 | Community Planning workshops begin to develop a draft plan Kenneth Hahn SRA Plan.

2000 | The state of California along with L.A. County purchase 68 acres of land, known as the Vista Pacifica
property for $41.1 million. The most expensive urban park acquisition in California history.

2001 | The Ballona Creek Watershed Task Force begins to develop a watershed management plan for the entire
127 square mile area the drains into Ballona Creek, including Baldwin Hills.

2003 | BH Coalition Sued the City of Los Angeles Bureau of Sanitation Sewer Odors and Won.

2007- | BH Went to court on the safety of the Metro train for Exposition

2010 | Went to court on the Oil Co. PXP on the oil fields of Inglewood/Baldwin Hill

2011 | Got two Air Treatment Facility (ATF) to fight the Sewer odors

2011- | Went to court on the safety of the Metro Exposition train to Santa Monica line




